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GLOBAL AIRLINE CAPACITY FOR MAY HOLDS STEADY, REPOR TS OAG 

����  Year on year decline has not accelerated 

����  5% fewer flights; 2.7% fewer seats 

 

Despite fears of the potential impact of the swine flu virus, statistics from OAG, the world’s 

leading aviation data business, reveal the year-on-year decline in global airline capacity has not 

accelerated for May 2009 compared to figures for April when the outbreak began.  The world’s 

airlines have scheduled 5% (127,000) fewer flights for May 2009 compared with the same 

month last year, with a 2.7% drop in seat capacity of 8.3 million fewer seats.  Last month, the 

year-on-year global frequency and capacity figures were down by 5.5% and 3% respectively. 

The total number of flights scheduled to operate worldwide in May is 2.43 million, offering 298.6 

million seats to travelers around the globe.   

 

 

 

David Beckerman, vice president OAG Market Intelligence, said, “The airline community is 

understandably cautious, especially with memories of the devastating effect which the SARS 

virus had on the airline industry in 2003.  So far, our figures are not showing a dramatic 

downturn in seat capacity; however that’s not to say that airlines and passengers are 

complacent – far from it.  We will need to wait a while until we can see some clear trends and 

gain some perspective on the situation.” 
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Within this global figure of all scheduled passenger flight operations, the Low Cost sector 

accounts for 441,375 flights (18%) and 65.6 million seats (22%).  Worldwide, frequencies  

and capacity in the Low Cost sector are showing a marginal decline year on year for May 2009, 

with a 1% drop in flights and in seat capacity.   

 

 

 

This is the tenth successive month of declines; however the rate of decline is showing signs of 

flattening, after a dramatic downturn in February this year. Global capacity reductions have 

remained at 3% for the last 3 months compared to figures for the same months in 2008. 
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Rate of Global Airline Frequency & Capacity Shifts:
Monthly year-on-year comparisons May 2008 to May 20 09
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Analysis by Region: 

At a regional level, OAG statistics for May show the trends of recent months continuing. The 

only region with worsening figures compared to those reported last month is Asia Pacific , 

although the difference is slight.  Seat capacity to and from the region is down by 2%, and 

within the region is up by 2%.  Figures reported for Asia last month were a 1% decline to and 

from the region, and a rise of 3% for intra-regional capacity. 

 

Figures for 2009 to date (January – May) shows a global decline of 6% in frequencies and 4% 

in capacity compared to the first five months of 2008.  North America  is showing a 10% 

downturn in the volume of flights within the region with a 9% drop in the number of seats.  

Figures for flight services within Europe  are down by 8% with 7% fewer seats, while Asia has a 

marginal 0.3% downturn in the number of flights within the region and a 2% increase in year-to-

date capacity compared to 2008.  Airline activity within the Middle East  shows healthy growth 

in frequencies and capacity of 9% and 7% respectively. 
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Analysis by Country – Highlights: 

The UK continues to experience significant cutbacks, especially on domestic services. Airline 

frequencies and capacity within the UK are down year on year by 14% and 15% respectively, 

representing a drop of 5,675 flights and 537,000 seats for the month. 

 

Airline services in the U.S. are down by 76,000 flights (-9%) with 6.5 million fewer seats on offer 

(-8.5%). International service is down year on year by 5.5% for frequencies and 5% for capacity 

(6,425 fewer flights and 1,008,000 fewer seats). 
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Analysis by Airport – Highlights: 

The airport with the highest capacity cut for May 2009 compared to May 2008 is Chicago 

O’Hare, with a downturn of 880,400 seats (down by 11%).  When the figures are analysed by 

volume of cutbacks in scheduled service operations, Chicago O’Hare again has the largest 

decline with 7,872 fewer flights (down by 10%). 

 
 

Analysis by Major Routes 

On the key long-haul routes, the OAG figures for May show continued growth between Western 

Europe and the Middle East, and between Western Europe and Africa, with upturns in capacity 

of 13% (347,000 more seats) and 5% (201,000 more seats) respectively compared with May 

2008.  The transpacific routes, however, show a year on year capacity decline of 10%, 

representing 324,000 fewer seats, while there will be 578,000 fewer seats on offer on 

transatlantic routes this month, a drop of 8%. 
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OAG FACTS enables you to see trends at-a-glance. An easy to use tool providing the latest data on current airline 
activity around the world. Updated monthly, it uses interactive graphs to display a visual trend of the performance 

of a specific airport, route, country or region from 2001 - 2009. 

 

If you need customized analysis, or have a question for our analytical team, please contact your local office below. 

Americas  
 

USA Tel (+1) 630 515 5305 
Toll Free (+)1 888 589 6340 (USA 

and Canada only)  
custcare@oagaviation.com   

 

Asia Pacific  
 

Singapore & Other Regions  
customers.aspac@oagaviation.com  

+65 6395 5868 

China  
+86 10 6590 6215 

customers.china@oagaviation.com  
 
 

Japan  
+81 3 6402 7301 

customers.japan@oagaviation.com  

Europe, Middle East & Africa  
 

UK  +44 (0) 1582 695080 
customers@oagaviation.com  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


